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To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Annual Internal Audit Report for Financial Year 
2018/2019 
 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 The Annual Internal Audit Report and Opinion is a mandatory report and comments 

on the risk management, control and governance arrangements operating within the 
Council for financial year 2018/2019. The report must be signed off by a qualified 
officer, presented to the Audit Committee and timed to support the Annual 
Governance Statement. 

 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS that 
 
2.1 The contents of the Annual Internal Audit Report, in particular, the overall satisfactory 

opinion on the standard of the internal control environment, risk management 
arrangements and governance arrangements are endorsed by Councillors. 

 
2.2 The efforts of all staff involved in maintaining this standard for 2018/2019 is noted by 

Councillors. 
 
 

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In accordance with the Public Sector Internal Audit Standards (PSIAS) the Chief 

Audit Executive (or equivalent) must present an annual report to the Authority, timed 
to support the Annual Governance Statement, which includes: 

Date Written 17th June 2019 

Report Author G Evans 

Exempt/Non Exempt Non Exempt 

Committee Date 24th June 2019 



 An annual internal audit opinion on the overall adequacy and effectiveness of 
the organisation’s governance, risk and control framework (i.e. the control 
environment); 

 A summary of the audit work from which the opinion is derived; and 

 A statement on conformance with the PSIAS. 
 

3.2 The report attached as appendix 1 incorporates the requirements of the PSIAS. 
 

4.0 FINDINGS 
 
4.1 I am pleased to report that based upon the work undertaken during the year Internal 

Audit have given a satisfactory opinion on the internal control environment, risk 
management and governance arrangements for this year. We do have concerns 
however that our work over recent years has highlighted a potential trend of 
deterioration in the internal control environment. The opinion expressed is based 
upon the systems and areas reviewed relating to the financial year 2018/2019 which 
also identified an increase in the number of unsatisfactory and poor opinions 
reported compared to previous years. With the financial challenges facing the 
Council this is an area that we will continue to monitor. 

 
4.2 The support of the Audit Committee will be vital in maintaining this. It will also be 

essential to continue working closely with all departments and our colleagues in 
external audit and inspection moving forward in the current financial climate. 

 

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
5.1 There are none specifically identified within this report. 
 
 
 
MARK THOMAS 
HEAD OF REGIONAL INTERNAL AUDIT 
SERVICE 

COUNCILLOR ANDREW BARRY 
CABINET MEMBER FOR GOVERNANCE 

AND CORPORATE SERVICES  
 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location 

Various Internal Audit 
reports 

 
 

Public Sector internal 
Audit Standards 

 

Various throughout 
2018-2019 financial 

year 
 

2013 and 2017 
amendments 

Internal Audit office 
 
 
 

Internal Audit office 

 

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

No 

 


